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English 
Literature 

 
 

Course: A Level English Literature 

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE English or GCSE English Literature. 

Aims of the Course:  
English Literature is an ideal choice for those who have a real love of, and interest in, reading a variety of 
texts including novels, plays and poetry. The basis for the course is to encourage students to develop their 
understanding of, and interest in, texts by exploring: character, theme, language, structure and context. 
 
Topics Covered: 

• Shakespearean Drama-Othello; 
• Poetry-Post-modern poetry and poetry from the Romantic period; 
• Drama-A Streetcar Named Desire; 
• Prose-Comparison between ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ and ‘Frankenstein’; 
• Independent Investigation- a critical study of two texts. 

 
Skills Covered: 

• Analysis of language, form and structure and how this applies to different texts. 
• Relating texts to context and discussing the impact of this on the text. 
• Applying critical terminology and theory. Focusing on how people can view one text in a number of 

ways. 
 
During the course, you will be encouraged to complete independent written work that analyses the texts. 
You will also be given the opportunity to explore texts in groups and present your ideas to the class. The 
course also provides the opportunity to take part in trips outside of school. Past trips have included visits 
to Stratford and university lectures. 
 
Career Opportunities: Teaching, law, publishing as well as a wealth of other professions.  
 
 
Contact: Miss E Carter or Mrs L Ayre 


